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MN Local Road Research Board 

 

 

 Mission:  supporting and 

 sharing the latest 

 transportation research 

 applications with the state’s 

 city and county engineers. 
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MN Local Road Research Board 

 

Local Road Research Board (LRRB)            

– Conducts Research 

 

Research Implementation Committee (RIC) 

– Implements Research 
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TAP Members 

• Lon Aune, Marshall County 

• Brad Estochen, MnDOT 

• Katie Fleming, MnDOT 

• Suzanne Hanrahan, Dakota Co. 

• Kristine Hernandez, MnDOT 

• Guy Kohlnhofer, Dodge County 

• James Kosluchar, City of Fridley 

• Kristin Kammueller, MnDOT 

• Steve Kubista, Chippewa County 

• Renae Kuehl, SRF 

• Stephanie Malinoff, CTS 

 

• Cheri Marti, CH2M 

• Michael Marti, SRF  

• Susie Palmer, MN DPS 

• Mitch Rasmussen, MnDOT (Chair) 

• Wayne Sandberg, Washington Co. 

• Shirlee Sherkow, MnDOT 

• Luane Tasa, MnDOT 

• Mark Vizecky, MnDOT 

• Rick West, Otter Tail County 

• Tony Winiecki, Scott County 
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What is the Goal? 

To provide Minnesota city and county safety 

engineering staff with a focused presentation 

to engage local communities to improve 

younger driver safety 

– Understand the problem 

– Understand the facts 

– Resources to change behavior 
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How Will the Toolkit be Used? 

Provide materials and guidance to prepare a 
focused presentation to the community: 

• Work with local TZD coordinator 

• Use research and facts from the toolkit that are 
more relevant to the audience 

• Select fact sheets for distribution 

• Modify the Powerpoint as needed 

• Invite younger drivers and TZD partners to 
participate 

 
6 



Toolkit Elements 

Understanding Younger Driver 

Safety Challenges:   

1. Importance of Younger 

Drivers’ Behavior  

2. Understanding Younger 

Drivers’ Attitudes and 

Motivations  

3. Minnesota Younger Driver 

Crash Fact Sheets   
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Toolkit Elements 

Resources to Promote 
Behavior Change: 

1. Strategies to Strengthen 
Younger Driver Safety  

2. Public Service 
Announcement (PSA) Videos  

3. Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) 
Partnerships 

4. Younger Driver PowerPoint 
Presentation Template 
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Younger Driver Risk Factors 

Teen Drivers 

• Immaturity and developmental characteristics such as 
heightened impulsivity and sensation-seeking behavior 

• A lack of driving skills and experience 

• Exposure to higher risk driving environments (e.g., driving 
at night, driving with passengers) 

 

Teens and 20–29 Year Old Drivers 

• Greater willingness to engage in risk-taking behavior (e.g., 
distracted driving, speed and seatbelt non-use) 

• Overestimation of their ability to multitask while driving 
 

20 – 29 Year Old Drivers 

• Drinking and Driving  
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Younger Driver Attitudes/Motivations 
Unbelted Occupants 

• Susceptible to social pressure to not buckle up 

• Maintain an illusion of control to avoid a crash or 
injury in the event of a crash 

• Poor comprehension and mistrust about the benefits 
of belt use   

• Younger drivers are more inclined to wear a seat belt:  
– Promoting parental monitoring   

– Promoting employer sanctions 

– Utilize peer-to-peer persuasion and competition  

– Presence of law enforcement; increase perception of 
being stopped and ticketed 
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Younger Driver Attitudes/Motivations 
Impaired Driving and Alcohol-Related 

• Teen drivers less likely to drink and drive; however, 
when they do, risk of crash high, due to:  
– Greater likelihood to consume more alcohol over shorter 

periods, resulting in higher BACs 

– Drinking results in greater impairment and exacerbates 
lack of driving skills 

• Younger drivers’ exaggerated views of peers’ drinking 
and driving 

• Younger drivers are less inclined to drink and drive:  
– Correcting misperceptions of peers’ attitudes/behaviors  

– Utilize peer-to-peer outreach and persuasion  

– Increase perception of being stopped and apprehended 
by law enforcement 
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Younger Driver Attitudes/Motivations 
Speeding 

• Drivers who routinely speed perceive posted speed 
limits as more of a minimum speed  

• Factors influencing drivers to increase speed:  
– situational factors (e.g., being late),  

– social pressure  

– inattention  

– positive feelings about driving fast  

• Factors influencing drivers to decrease speed: 
– speed ticket (consistent and sustained enforcement) 

– social pressure (peers, employers)  

– Critical/traumatic driving events experienced in the past 
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Younger Driver Attitudes/Motivations 
Distracted Driving 

• 30% of drivers 18 to 24-years old believe eyes off the 
road for 3-10 sec or > before driving impaired; > 50% 
believe phone, text, read e-mail makes no difference on 
driving 

• Increased confidence to perform secondary tasks for 
longer periods than adults 

• Younger drivers are less inclined to engage in distracted 
driving:  

– Promote placing phone out of reach, the use of 
Smartphone safe driving/monitoring/blocking 
technology 

– Promote parental monitoring/feedback 

– Peers speaking out; change social norms/expectations 
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Fact Sheets 

Series of Five Younger Driver Fact Sheets: 

– All Younger Drivers 

– Speeding  

– Alcohol  

– Distracted Driving 

– Unbelted  
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Fact Sheets 
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Fact Sheets 
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Fact Sheets 

Crash data/charts included in each fact sheet: 

– Overall crash summary 
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Fact Sheets 

Crash data/charts included in each fact sheet: 

– Overall crash summary 

– Year 
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Fact Sheets 

Crash data/charts included in each fact sheet: 

– Overall crash summary 

– Year 

– Age/gender 
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Crash data/charts included in each fact sheet: 

– Overall crash summary 
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Crash data/charts included in each fact sheet: 
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Fact Sheets 

Crash data/charts included in each fact sheet: 

– Overall crash summary 

– Year 

– Age/gender 

– Type of crash 

– Time of day/month 

– Road type 
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Fact Sheets 

Crash data/charts included in each fact sheet: 

– Overall crash summary 

– Year 

– Age/gender 

– Type of crash 

– Time of day/month 

– Road type 

– Traffic control 
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Fact Sheets 

Crash data/charts included in each fact sheet: 

– Overall crash summary 

– Year 

– Age/gender 

– Type of crash 

– Time of day/month 

– Road type 

– Traffic control 

– Additional contributing factors 
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Resources for Behavior Change 

1. Strategies to Strengthen Younger Driver 

Safety  

2. Public Service Announcement (PSA) 

Videos  

3. Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) Partnerships 

4. Younger Driver PowerPoint Presentation 

Template 

 

25 



Strategies for Behavior Change 
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Public Service Announcement    

Video Library 

10 videos for each of the following categories: 

– Speeding  

– Alcohol  

– Distracted Driving  

– Unbelted  

 

27 



Public Service Announcement    

Video Library 
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MN Statewide TZD Program 

www.minnesotatzd.org  
29 

http://www.minnesotatzd.org/


MN Statewide TZD Program 

• TZD Program 1-pager 

• TZD Strategic Direction 

• TZD Roadmap of 

partners 

• Local MN Traffic Safety 

Initiatives 

• TZD Contacts 

• TZD Events 
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MN Local/Regional TZD Program 

• 8 Regions 

• Regional TZD coordinators 

• Annual regional workshops 

• Resource for local agencies 
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Local Presentation Template 
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Younger Drivers Toolkit 

 

• Final August 2015 

• www.lrrb.org 

• Search : Younger 

Drivers 
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http://www.lrrb.org/


Distributing the Toolkit 

Emailed to: 

• Cities and counties via 

State Aid  

• TZD program 

members 

• TZD regional 

coordinators 
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Distributing the Toolkit 

Conference Presentations: 

• CTS May 2015 

• TZD Nov 2015 

• City Engineers Jan 2016  

• County Engineers Jan 2016 

• TRB Conference Jan 2016 

• TZD Breakfast July 2016 
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Distributing the Toolkit 

Additional ideas? 

 

 

 

36 



Questions? 

 

 

 

Renae Kuehl 

SRF Consulting Group 

rkuehl@srfconsulting.com 

763-249-6783  

 

Cheri Marti 

CH2M 

cheri.f.marti@gmail.com 

612-616-4280 
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